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To the unscientifically-minded public radium is little more than a name of some substance that has wonderful medical and other properties; it is usually associated in their minds with x-rays, if not with ' radio sets. The medical man usually has clearer ideas on the subject, but even he, unless he has made a special study of I lie subject, is a little vague about the properties of radium except that it is used in the treatment of cancer, and that it is dangerous stuff to handle. To this latter class of readers the book under review will have a particular appeal.
The book is written by two radium officers of many years' experience at two institutions in London where radium is extensively used in the treatment of cancer and other conditions; it tells in simple scientific language all that the general practitioner, the medical student, and the nurse or the technician in a radium department, will want to know about the origin, the nature, the properties (both physical and therapeutic), the care of, and the technique of the application of radium and other radio-active substances.
The subject is dealt with clearly and concisely, and the authors have not allowed themselves to wander beyond the scope of the book. We have no criticisms to offer except that the time period of thorium is given as a hundred and thirty thousand million years in one place and as 13,000,000,000 in another; time, however, will show which is correct. There is a useful list of references at the end of each chapter. The publishers have produced a neat little volume at a very reasonable price.
